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2 Cor 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight

What is Faith?
Heb 11:1-3
11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the
men of old gained approval.
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things which are visible

Luke 7:1-10 1 When He had completed all His
discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to
Capernaum. 2 And a centurion’s slave, who was
highly regarded by him, was sick and about to die.
3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some
Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the
life of his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they
earnestly implored Him, saying, “He is worthy for
You to grant this to him; 5 for he loves our nation
and it was he who built us our synagogue.”6 Now
Jesus started on His way with them; and when He
was not far from the house, the centurion sent
friends, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble
Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to
come under my roof;

7 for this reason I did not even consider myself
worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and
my servant will be healed. 8 For I also am a man
placed under authority, with soldiers under me;
and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to
another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave,
‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 9 Now when Jesus
heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and
said to the crowd that was following Him, “I say to
you, not even in Israel have I found such great
faith.” 10 When those who had been sent returned
to the house, they found the slave in good health.

Matt 25:14 14-29 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey,
who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them.
15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another,
one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.
16 Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and
traded with them, and gained five more talents. 17 In the same
manner the one who had received the two talents gained two
more. 18 But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves *came and
*settled accounts with them. 20 The one who had received the five
talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you
entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You
were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 “Also the one who had
received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted
two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’

23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You
were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’
24 “And the one also who had received the one talent came up and
said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did
not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25 And I was
afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you
have what is yours.’
26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy
slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I
scattered no seed. 27 Then you ought to have put my money in the
bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with
interest. 28 Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to
the one who has the ten talents.’
29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have
an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he
does have shall be taken away. 30 Throw out the worthless slave
into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

What is Faith?
●
●

●

Faith is assurance of things not seen.
Faith is the expectation that things will happen
in a certain way.
Faith is not passive it is active.

Why Faith?
Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of
those who seek Him.
Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Abraham's Faith
Gen 15:5-6 5 And He took him outside and said,
“Now look toward the heavens, and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said
to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 Then he
believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

Heb 11:32-39 32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail
me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered
kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were
made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection;
and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that
they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others
experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword;
they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and
holes in the ground. 39 And all these, having gained approval
through their faith, did not receive what was promised,

Trivia Time!

Obedience through Faith
Heb 3:16-19 16 For who provoked Him when they
had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came
out of Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom
was He angry for forty years? Was it not with
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the
wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that
they would not enter His rest, but to those who
were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were
not able to enter because of unbelief.

Obedience through Faith

Duet 32:51-52 51 because you broke faith with
Me in the midst of the sons of Israel at the waters
of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin,
because you did not treat Me as holy in the midst
of the sons of Israel. 52 For you shall see the land
at a distance, but you shall not go there, into the
land which I am giving the sons of Israel.”

Obedience comes from Faith
James 2:14-20 14 What use is it, my brethren, if
someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can
that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without
clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,”
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their
body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no
works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well
say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith
without the works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.” 19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the
demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you willing
to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is
useless?

Obedience comes from Faith
Rom 1:5 through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake
Luke 22:32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith
may not fail; and you, when once you have turned
again, strengthen your brothers.”
Rom 16:26 Therefore, having been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Law vs. Faith?
Matt 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin,
and have neglected the weightier provisions of the
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these
are the things you should have done without
neglecting the others.

Law versus Faith
One can follow laws of God for many reasons
–

They want to be seen as holy.

–

Its the path of least resistance

–

They can see the natural benefits

–

They have faith in God

You cannot have Faith in God without trying to
follow the laws of God.

Hindrances to Faith

Hab 2:4 “Behold, as for the proud one,
His soul is not right within him;
But the righteous will live by his faith.

Luke 18:9-14 9 And He also told this parable to some
people who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood
and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You
that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast
twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the
tax collector, standing some distance away, was
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was
beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me,
the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house
justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

Hindrances to Faith
Luke 12:22-28 22 And He said to His disciples, “For this
reason I say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what
you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. 23
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.
24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they
have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds them; how
much more valuable you are than the birds! 25 And which
of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span?
26 If then you cannot do even a very little thing, why do you
worry about other matters? 27 Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.
28 But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much
more will He clothe you? You men of little faith!

Hindrances to Faith
Matt 14:23-31 23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went
up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was
evening, He was there alone. 24 But the boat was already a
long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind
was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to
them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter
said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on
the water.” 29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the
boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But
seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus stretched
out His hand and took hold of him, and *said to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?”

Hindrances to Faith

Pride
Worry
Fear

Mark 9:20-24 20 They brought the boy to Him.
When he saw Him, immediately the spirit threw
him into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, he
began rolling around and foaming at the mouth.
21 And He asked his father, “How long has this
been happening to him?” And he said, “From
childhood. 22 It has often thrown him both into the
fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You
can do anything, take pity on us and help us!” 23
And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are
possible to him who believes.” 24 Immediately the
boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help
my unbelief.”

How do we increase our Faith?
Luke 17:3-5 3 Be on your guard! If your brother
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4
And if he sins against you seven times a day, and
returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’
forgive him.”
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our
faith!”

Luke 7:6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a
mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and
it would obey you.

Luke 17:7-97 “Which of you, having a slave
plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he
has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately
and sit down to eat’? 8 But will he not say to him,
‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly
clothe yourself and serve me while I eat and drink;
and afterward you may eat and drink’? 9 He does
not thank the slave because he did the things
which were commanded, does he? 10 So you too,
when you do all the things which are commanded
you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done
only that which we ought to have done.’”

Faith by Hearing

Rom 10:17 17 So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.
James 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the
word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves.

Listening to God
Is 58:13-14 13 “If because of the sabbath, you turn
your foot
From doing your own pleasure on My holy day,
And call the sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord
honorable,
And honor it, desisting from your own ways,
From seeking your own pleasure
And speaking your own word,
14 Then you will take delight in the Lord,
And I will make you ride on the heights of the earth;
And I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your
father,
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Testing God
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you
say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9
You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the
whole nation of you! 10 Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and
test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not
open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you
a blessing until it overflows. 11 Then I will rebuke the
devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the
ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,”
says the Lord of hosts. 12 “All the nations will call you
blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” says the Lord
of hosts.

Testing God
Matt 4:5-7 5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city
and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down; for it is written,
‘He will command His angels concerning You’;
and
‘On their hands they will bear You up,
So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Contemplating Nature
Rom 1:20-21 20 For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes, His eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that
they are without excuse. 21 For even though they
knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give
thanks, but they became futile in their
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened

Ways to increase our faith

●

Do more than we are required.

●

Listen and study the word.

●

Faithfully do what is commanded.

●

Test God

●

Contemplate the creation.

Luke 18:8 I tell you that He will bring about justice
for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man
comes, will He find faith on the earth?”

